Research in blog quality is very crucial nowadays in order to have a good quality blog in the blogosphere. The blog quality criteria have been derived from a rigorous metadata analysis. Yet, these criteria have not been reviewed and their significance has not been proven systematically. In this paper, Rasch Model is applied to produce an empirical evidence of content validity of the blog quality criteria. This study confirms that the definitions of 11 families and the 49 criteria assigned have content validity by mean of online survey. These criteria will then be used as a basis of constructing the instrument to measure the acceptability of the criteria for blog quality.
Introduction
Advances in technology are making use of Internet as an ever-growing phenomenon and we are witnessing a tremendous growth of blogs in the blogosphere. As reported by Pew Internet & American Life Project Surveys in 2006, there were 12 million of American adults who keep a blog [1] . We believe that the current figure has risen, due to the increased of broadband penetration rate that has exposed all levels of users to blogging. As stated in the World Broadband Statistics Report, by the end of 2009, there were 466.95 million broadband subscribers worldwide, up to 2.5 per cent on the previous quarter from 455.57 million [2] . In addition, the technical skills required to create a blog are readily available. The emergence of user-friendly and free blog tools such as Blogger, WordPress, and LiveJournal simplifies the process of web publishing, which formerly required some programming skills [3] . Blogs may offer vital information for blog readers to make decisions or keep abreast with the latest blog posting. Yet, the growth presents disorganized and uncontrolled, thus contributing to the limitation of having bad blogs in the blogosphere. Consequently, blog readers Z.M. Zain et al. have access to bad or poor-quality blogs that may turn off readers' interest to return to the same blog. Fulfilling readers' expectations and needs is necessary for developing good quality blog.
This study endeavoured into the criteria required in blog quality that will promote to readers satisfaction. The blog quality criteria have been derived from a thorough metadata analysis. The criteria have been consolidated from literatures and researches done in the area of blog, website design, information quality on the Web and portal data quality. However, these criteria have not been reviewed and their content validity has not been verified systematically.
Content validity test is a subjective assessment of how suitable an instrument is to a group of reviewers. It involves a systematic review of the survey's contents to ensure that it includes everything it should, and excludes everything it should not. It is also very important in providing a good foundation on which to base a rigorous assessment of validity [4] . However, Kitchenham and Pfleeger [4] argued that there is no content validity statistic. Later, this argument has been refuted by Abdul Aziz et al.
[5] where they proved that content validity can be assessed accurately and fast despite the small sample size by using Rasch Measurement Model. It is a measurement model that is formed as a result of the consideration that takes into account the ability of the respondents, and the difficulty of items [6] . The graphical output provided is great which gives better clarity for quick and easy decision making [7] .
The purpose of this study is to determine content validity of the measurement instrument for blog quality. It is to confirm whether the prescribed family definitions and criteria assigned are agreeable to the reviewers. This study proves that the definitions of 11 families and the 49 criteria assigned have content validity by mean of online survey.
The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the basic of Rasch measurement method. Section 3 explains how content validity test is conducted. Section 4 discusses the results of this study. Finally, Section 5 touches on the conclusions and future work.
Rasch Measurement Method
Response from the experts on the content validity is considered rating scale in which the experts rated the criteria according to their agreement. In theory, at this phase, the study is only counting the number of positive answers from the experts which is then added up to give a total raw score. The raw score only provides a ranking order which is supposed an ordinal scale that is continuum in nature [8] . It does not have equal intervals which contradicts the nature of numbers for statistical analysis and it does not meet the fundamentals of adequate statistics for evaluation [9] .
Rather than fitting the data to suit a measurement model with errors, Rasch focuses on developing the measurement instrument with accuracy. By emphasizing on the reproducibility of the latent trait measurement instead of forcing the expected generation of the same raw score, i.e. the common expectation on repeatability of results
